SOUL CONNECTIONS

Tammi Savoy’s template extends beyond classic R&B to soul. Working in the variety shows
that Lance Lipinsky, who played Jerry Lee Lewis in the Tony Award-winning stage production
Million Dollar Quartet, puts on, brought her into contact with Jackie Wilson’s son Bobby, and
she got to work with him as a backing singer. “I don’t think he’s quite as crazy as his dad,

but he is very entertaining to be around,” she says. Meanwhile, as a member of the Windy
City group Soul Spectacular, who specialise in 60s and 70s-style revue shows, Savoy has
revisited her own church roots by performing an Aretha Franklin tribute show and another in
X which she was called upon to sing a few Diana Ross numbers. If you’re thinking you couldn’t
| | have two more contrasting voices than gutsy Savoy and the featherlight sound of Diana Ross,
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then you’re right. “The notes are a little higher for me because I’m an alto,” she says.

Sl L “So sometimes it was kind of crazy hitting those high notes.”
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